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resulting from  a bold century-old civic vision 
to develop a greenway from downtown to a regional 
park (now known as Memorial Park), the Shepherd to 
Sabine stretch of Buffalo Bayou is Houston’s most 
iconic landscape. While lush and green at first glance, 
this 158-acre, 2.3 mile stretch of park land has been 
suffering from underfunded 
maintenance and the ab-
sence of a master plan to 
guide restoration.

In 2010, Buffalo Bayou 
Partnership (BBP) joined 
with the City of Houston and 
Harris County Flood Control 
District (HCFCD) to de-
velop a master plan for this 
important bayou segment.  
The current planning initia-
tive builds off BBP’s 2002 
Buffalo Bayou and Beyond, 
a 20-year visionary plan 
that includes wide-ranging 
proposals for the West, East 
and Downtown stretches of 
the bayou.

Since releasing the Buffalo Bayou and Beyond plan 
eight years ago, significant progress has been made in 
implementing the plan’s recommendations in the East 
and Downtown sectors including:

	 Assemblage of approximately 45 acres for  
	 future creation of parkland

	 Construction of four miles of hike and bike 
	 trails in the East End

	 Phases I and II of historic Allen’s Landing,  
	 including expansion of the park, rehabilitation of  
	 the wharf, and addition of a grass lawn , public art  
	 and amenities

	 Development of the 23-acre, award-wining  
	 Sabine Promenade

With significant progress being made in the East End 
and Downtown, there is a great deal of momentum to 
transform the Shepherd to Sabine bayou segment into 
one of Houston’s premier green spaces.  In addition to 
the growing interest in restoration of the bayou area, 
there is an urgent need to address natural processes 
(erosion, silt buildup, etc.) that if not addressed, will 
cause long-term ecological harm.

Harris County Flood Control District Plan

At BBP’s invitation and with the support of the City of 
Houston Parks & Recreation Department, the park-

land owner, HCFCD has been conducting a preliminary 
engineering study to investigate how the agency might 
restore the bayou channel.  Committed to an environ-
mentally sensitive approach, the HCFCD team includes 
archaeologists, biologists, and a fluvial geomorpholo-
gist, who is applying lessons from natural stream sys-
tems to repair damage done to Buffalo Bayou when it 
was channelized. Key goals of the HCFCD study include:

Master Plan Developed

Texas Parks and  
Wildlife Department  

Awards Grant for  
Buffalo Bend Nature Park 

a  $ 9 9 7 , 0 0 0  t e x a s  pa r k s  a n d  w i l d l i f e 
Department (TPWD) Urban Outdoor 
Recreation Grant will transform Buffalo Bend 
Nature Park in Houston’s East End into one 
of the bayou’s most visible and ecological 
destinations.

Located on Sgt. Macario Garcia Drive 
south of the Port of Houston Turning 
Basin, the park land was purchased in 2004 
through a collaborative effort of Buffalo 
Bayou Partnership, Harris County Flood 
Control District, Harris County Precinct Two, 
Congressman Gene Green and the Trust for 
Public Land. While the park is now owned by 
Harris County Precinct Two, Buffalo Bayou 
Partnership is leading the development of the 
10-acre site.

“This is a very prestigious grant and we are 
honored that Buffalo Bend Park was awarded 
these highly competitive and sought after 
funds,” says Sylvia Garcia, Harris County 
Precinct Two Commissioner.  

With a $145,000 Texas General Land Coastal 
Management Program grant and $110,000 
in matching funds raised by Buffalo Bayou 
Partnership, Phase I park improvements were 
completed in 2009, including:

	 Three wetland ponds that treat  
	 diverted stormwater

	 Amphitheater mound created  
	 from the park’s pond fill

	 Rock walls and weir

	 Cistern

	 Native wetland plants and trees

With the recently-awarded TPWD 
grant, the following enhancements will be 
incorporated into the park:

	 Wetland boardwalk and observation deck

	 Hike and bike trails

	 Bayou overlook and shelter

	 Interpretive and wayfinding signage

Another component of the project is the 
acquisition of easements and adjoining 
properties to create a continuous connection 
to the City of Houston’s nearby Hidalgo Park. 
By acquiring easements and parcels, more 
than 23 acres of green space will be created.

“These acquisitions highlight our on-going 
efforts to address the recreational needs of 
East End residents by expanding Hidalgo 
Park,” said Joe Turner, Director Houston 
Parks and Recreation Department

In 2011, Buffalo Bayou Partnership and 
Harris County Precinct Two will complete 
design and fundraising for the park.  
Construction will commence in 2012. Look 
for updates on the County’s and BBP’s effort 
to transform this once abandoned property 
into a showcase for environmental education 
and passive use park activities. 

Buffalo Bayou Park 

TO  F U L F I L L  T H E  R E Q U I R E M E N T S  of 
the TPWD Urban Outreach Grant Program, 

BBP must provide 1:1 matching funds for 
the $997,000 grant. Fundraising for this 

exciting East End project is now underway.  
For information on funding opportunities, 

please contact Jennifer Gaines, BBP Director 
of Development, at 713-752-0314, ext. 5 or 

jgaines@buffalobayou.org.
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Dear  Friends:

As the year comes to an end, it is 
time for all of us at Buffalo Bayou 
Partnership to appreciate all that we 
have accomplished and anticipate all 
that lies ahead. In 2010, we laid the 
foundation for many future projects 
and activities. Two major initiatives – 
Buffalo Bend Nature Park and Buffalo 
Bayou Park Shepherd-to-Sabine 
Master Plan – are highlighted in this 
newsletter issue. As these projects 
demonstrate, BBP is committed to 
redevelopment throughout the bayou 
corridor – from Shepherd Drive on the 
west to the Port of Houston Turning 
Basin on the east.  

Please join us on our exciting journey 
to restore Buffalo Bayou, Houston’s 
greatest natural resource. We hope 
you will consider making a year-end 
contribution that will ensure that our 
efforts continue in the years ahead. 
Happy Holidays.

Sincerely,

Chuck Carlberg 
chairman

Anne Olson
president



	 Restoring the channel’s stormwater capacity

	 Enhancing the ability of the natural systems to maintain themselves  
	 naturally and affordably

	 Removing silt that has built up over the past 50 years

	 Preserving existing high quality trees 

	 Reintroducing native trees and vegetation

Buffalo Bayou Partnership Plan

BBP’s master planning work focuses on the site’s parkland from Allen Parkway to Me-
morial Drive.  In addition to integrating the recently completed neighborhood trail con-
nections and Rosemont Bridge now under construction, the plan’s key goals include:

	 Restoration of natural landscapes: trees, native grasses and understory,  
	 including reduced mowed grass in areas not used for recreation

	 Provision of areas to walk and hike away from  speeding bicycles,  
	 opportunities to enjoy nature, and locations for canoes and kayaks to land

	 Safer pedestrian crossings over the bayou away from dangerous  
	 roadway bridges

	 Improved comfort – additional benches, shade, 
places to picnic and drinking fountains, generally 
“up high” while still preserving the parkland as 
a place people can go to get away from the city 
“down low”

	 Improved safety lighting along the trails at  
street level while avoiding lighting in more natural 
areas closer to the water’s edge

	 Restoration of historic ravines, outfalls,  
and other secondary water features

	 Improved access from surrounding  
neighborhoods

Through a series of community meeting and focus group sessions held over the past 
six months, exciting ideas were put forth that are beyond the scope and financial 
means of the current plan’s anticipated funding and timeframe. Activities such as 
pedestrian access along Allen Parkway, a 
restaurant or café have been identified as 
projects that could occur in the future.

It is important to note that the Buffalo 
Bayou Park Master Plan is being designed 
to serve the current and projected Houston 
population and to be maintainable over the 
long term. Towards that end, a consultant 
was hired to develop a comprehensive main-
tenance plan and budget for the park.

Upon approval by Houston City Council 
and Harris County Commissioners Court, 
the Buffalo Bayou Park Master Plan will be 
released in early 2011.

Projects in the Works
The Buffalo Bayou Park Master Plan builds upon recently completed, 
current and future projects in the area.

•	 Rosemont Bridge and  
	 neighborhood connector  
	 trails, funded by the  
	 City’s Memorial Heights Tax  
	 Increment Reinvestment  
	 Zone (TIRZ #5), to be  
	 completed in early 2011

•	 Jaeme Plensa artwork at the Rosemont Bridge’s south approach just  
	 east of Studemont, to be completed in early 2011

•	 Reconstruction of the Sandy Reed Memorial Trail by the City of  
	 Houston and Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT),  
	 scheduled for construction summer 2011

•	 Harris County  
	 Flood Control  
	 District’s recently  
	 completed stream  
	 restoration 
	 pilot project to  
	 increase flood water  
	 conveyance by  
	 removing silt  
	 buildup and  
	 restoring native  
	 vegetation,  
	 completed  
	 in fall 2010 

These projects were highlighted in detail in BBP’s spring 2010 newsletter.

Managing the Buffalo Bayou  
Park Master Plan Process

Leading the Buffalo Bayou Park 
Master Planning process is Guy 
Hagstette, immediate past president 
of Discovery Green Park. Guy 
has a long history of involvement 
with Buffalo Bayou dating back 
to the mid-1980s when he and a 
team of architects won a national 
design competition to design 

Sesquicentennial Park. For the past 25 years, Guy has been at the 
forefront of major Houston urban design initiatives while serving as 
Director of Planning and Development for the Downtown Management 
District and as Special Assistant for Urban Design to Mayor Bill White.  

Oversight is key to the master planning work and a capable steering 
committee has been formed, comprised of the following individuals: 
Chair Nancy Kinder (Kinder Foundation), Gary Dudley (Kinder 
Foundation), Andy Icken (City of Houston), Mike Talbott (Harris County 
Flood Control District), and Brady Carruth (Buffalo Bayou Partnership). 
A Buffalo Bayou Partnership Projects Committee also was recently 
created to provide oversight and decision making for the Buffalo Bayou 
Park master planning effort and other BBP projects. The committee 
includes BBP board members: Mark Cover, Mike Garver, Shannon Sasser 
and Jeff Taylor.

Buffalo Bayou Partnership 
extends its sincere thanks 

to the following Buffalo 
Bayou Park Master Plan 

funders.

C A T A L Y S T :

Kinder Foundation

The Carruth Foundation

Central Houston Civic 
Improvement Inc.

Houston Architecture  
Foundation

Lionstone Group

Judy and Scott Nyquist

The Powell Foundation

Discussion during a Master 
Plan community meeting.

Buffalo Bayou Park Master Plan continued

Eleanor Tinsley Park boat launch is  
now revealed, thanks to HCFCD’s pilot project.



Photos by Michelle Watson/michelle@lastnightpics.com

Buffalo Bayou Ball- Happy Trails to You

Buffalo Bayou Partnership’s 6th annual Buffalo 
Bayou Ball, with this year’s theme “Happy Trails to 
You,” was truly a magical evening with a record-
setting crowd of almost 600.

Central Houston’s President Bob Eury and Greater 
East End Management District’s former decade-
long chair Sonny Flores were honored for their 
collaboration with BBP to develop hike and bike 
trails along the Bayou from Downtown to the East 
End (eventually to extend all the way to the Port of 
Houston).

Deservedly proud gala chairs, Lorraine and Ed 
Wulfe, described as the ‘dynamic duo’ for having 
been involved in every aspect of the event, were 
among the many guests who got into the swing 
of things with their ‘ranch dressing’ attire. Sonny 
Flores displayed his ranch dressing proudly – 
complete with chaps!

Guests strolled along the Buffalo Bayou trails with 
the backdrop of the downtown skyline, before 
going up for dinner in an impressive block-long tent 
on historic Sabine Street Bridge.

The evening ended with everyone singing along 
to Happy Trails to You with ‘till we meet again’ 
providing the perfect ending for a fun-filled evening 
and a successful event which brought in over 
$400,000.

Happy Trails to You
	          lyrics by Dale Evans Rogers

Happy trails to you, until we meet again.
Happy trails to you, keep smilin’ until then.
Who cares about the clouds when we’re together?
Just sing a song and bring the sunny weather.
Happy trails to you, ‘till we meet again.

Some trails are happy ones,
Others are blue.
It’s the way you ride the trail that counts,
Here’s a happy one for you.

Happy trails to you, until we meet again.
Happy trails to you, keep smilin’ until then.
Who cares about the clouds when we’re together?
Just sing a song and bring the sunny weather.

Happy trails to you, ‘till we meet again.

2010 Buffalo Bayou Ball – Happy Trails to You     
A very special THANKS to those new Buffalo Bayou Ball underwriters and our loyal Buffalo Bayou friends who 
continue their support of this event, helping fund BBP’s projects and operations revitalizing Buffalo Bayou.
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Neelo and Sami Ahmad 
Julie and Drew Alexander 
Laura and Tom Bacon/ 
	 Jill and Dunham Jewett 
Brookfield Office Properties 
Anne and Peter Brown 
Ric and Mo Campo 
Paula and John Cutler/ 
	 Linda and Tim Peterson/Erica and  
	 Scott McCready/James Vick 
Chevron 
Cockrell Family Fund 
Jacquelyn and Collin J. Cox 
Susie and Sanford Criner/ 
	 Cece and Mack Fowler 
Deloitte
El Paso Corporation
The Finger Companies/ 
	 Elaine and Marvy Finger
Frost Bank 
G & A Partners
Kate and Steve Gibson/  
	 Susan and Richard Keeton/
	 Susan and Dick Stasney
Gilbane Building Company
Greater East End Management District
Houston Astros
Jerry Jeanmard/Colleen Sherlock
JPMorgan Chase
Page Southerland Page
Regent Square
Lisa and Dana Roy/ 
	 Anne Whitlock and Michael Skelly
Leslie and Shannon Sasser
Schlumberger
Alison L. Smith and Dean A. Burkhardt/ 
	 Cara M. Pauloski
Glenn H. Clements/Stewart Title
Uptown Houston
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	 Chuck Carlberg
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	 Lorraine and Ed Wulfe
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Guy Hagstette in honor of  
	 Gayle and Bob Eury
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Artie Lee Hinds
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Margaret Lloyd and Bob Randolph 
Martha Katherine Long 
Jeff Love 
Cora Sue and Harry Mach 
Mithoff Family Foundation 
Judy and Scott Nyquist 
Glen Rosenbaum 
Adelle and Leroy Shaw/ 
	 Anat and Chad Shaw 
Dana and Trey Strake 
Gregg Thompson 

HI KE R 
AECOM 
Ginger and Jack Blanton, Sr. 
Kaki and Larry Buck in honor of  
	 Lorraine and Ed Wulfe
Claire P. Caudill 
Susan Elmore
Clayton and Shel Erikson
Sidney and Ab Fay
Deborah Wandel Francis
Esther and Gene Glover
Maggie and Don Henderson
Lee M. Huber
Jay Jones
Wendy and Mavis Kelsey, Jr. Fund
Harriet and Truett Latimer
David Loftus 
Anne and John Mendelsohn
Laura and Roy Nichol
Kim Ogg
Francey Pengra and Ed Allday
Diane and John Riley in honor of  
	 Bob Eury
Winifred and Carleton Riser
Wilhelmina E. (Beth) Robertson Fund
Dorothee Sauter
Elizabeth and F. Max Schuette
Gerald B. Smith
Sterling Bank in honor of Ed Wulfe
Pat and Steve Trent
John E. Walsh, Jr.
Meg and Dick Weekley
Susie and Alvin Zimmerman

BI RD WATCHE R 
Nory Angel
Minnette and Peter Boesel
Lynn and Chris Brown
Sharon and Chip Bryan
Gayl and Chuck Carlberg
Sheila M. Condon 
Marsha Dodson 
Sharleen and Jack Doherty 
Carolyn and David Edgar 

Kathy Flanagan-Payton and  
	 Harvey Clemons, Jr. 
Mary and Jim Henderson 
Terry Hershey 
Maylynn and Andy Icken 
Lynn and Ty Kelly 
Ann Lents and David Heaney 
Susan McEldoon and Nick Smeloff 
Anne and Jack Moriniere 
Mrs. S. I. Morris 
Betsy and Bob Phillips
Sarah and Ben Powell 
Cassie B. Stinson
William J. Taylor III
University of Houston-Downtown
Dancie Perugini Ware
Margaret Alkek Williams
Margaret and Jerry Wolfe

DON ATI ON S 
Joan and Stanford Alexander
Madeleine and Michael Appel
Marion Barthelme and Jeff Fort
Chris and William H. Caudill
Ken Council
Kelty and Rogers Crain
Jeane and Joe Laughlin
Sarah and Doug McMurrey
Nicole and Jim Perdue
Mickey Rosmarin in honor of  
	 Lorraine Wulfe
Anne Rotman and Bryan Sanchez
Lisa and Russell Sherrill in honor of  
	 Bob Eury
Louis Skidmore, Jr. 
Virginia Seale Watt

I N - KI N D DON ORS
A Fare Extraordinaire
Bud Light/Silver Eagle Distributors
Central Market
City of Houston Convention and 
Entertainment Facilities Department
City of Houston Mayor’s Office  
	 of Special Events
City of Houston Parks and  
	 Recreation Department
City of Houston Public Works and  
	 Engineering Department
Continental Airlines
Copy.com
InfoVine
LD Systems
Karl’s 
REV Electric Car
Watermill Express
CultureMap - Media Sponsor

T R A I L B L A Z E R

Nancy and Rich Kinder

EXPLORER

John P. McGovern Foundation

PATHFINDER

BRH Garver Construction/ 
Susan and Mike Garver

CenterPoint Energy

H-E-B/Soraya and Scott McClelland

His Highness The Aga Khan  
Council for the USA

Sis and Hasty Johnson/Mimi Lloyd/ 
Leslye and David Weaver

Waste Management

KAYAKER

Amegy Bank
Laura and John Arnold Foundation
Baker Botts L.L.P.
The Cordish Company - Bayou Place
Carol and Les Ballard/Ann and Tom Kelsey
Bud Light/Silver Eagle Distributors
Brady Carruth
Central Houston/ 
	 Downtown Management District
Crescent
ExxonMobil
Alfred C. Glassell, III
Hines
Marathon Oil Corporation
Port of Houston Authority
Reliant Energy
Evelyn and Kevin Shanley
Terri and Ray Thomas/ 
	 Susan and Charles Wolcott
Phoebe and Bobby Tudor 
Lorraine and Ed Wulfe 
Wells Fargo
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Buffalo Bayou Partnership Board of Directors 2010

Please select a gift amount:

    $500        $250       $100        $50        other: $ ____________

Mr/Mrs/Ms

Name

Company

Address

City	S tate	 ZIP

Email address	P hone

Please select payment method

Circle one:    Check     VISA     Mastercard     American Express

Credit Card Number		E  xpiration

Signature

The Buffalo Bayou Partnership is tax-exempt under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code.  
Donations to BBP are tax-deductible.

Be a  
Buffalo Bayou 

Supporter!
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Chad Shaw
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chairs emeritus
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staff
Anne Olson 
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office administrator
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Rebecca Leija
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Chris Morisak
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Trudi Smith
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bio vac captain 

Robby Robinson
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ex-officio board
Mayor Annise Parker, City of Houston
Judge Ed Emmett, Harris County
John E. de Bessonet,  
   Harris County Park Planning
Eric Erikkson, Executive Director,  
   Port of Houston Authority
Robert M. Eury, Central Houston, Inc.
Dr. William Flores, University of Houston–
   Downtown
Marlene Gafrick, City of Houston Planning  
   & Development Department
Commissioner Sylvia Garcia,  
   Harris County Precinct Two
Pat Henry, Texas Department of Transportation
Daniel Krueger, City of Houston Public Works  
   & Engineering Department
Commissioner El Franco Lee,  
   Harris County Precinct One
Jamie Mize, Main Street/Market Square  
   Tax Increment Reinvestment Zone
Commissioner Steve Radack,  
   Harris County Precinct Three
Evelyn B. Shanley, White Oak Bayou Association
Kevin Shanley, Bayou Preservation Association
Art Storey, Harris County Public  
   Infrastructure Department
Michael Talbott,  
   Harris County Flood Control District
Joe Turner, City of Houston Parks &  
   Recreation Department
Dawn Ullrich, City of Houston Convention  
   & Entertainment Facilities Department 

Special Thanks To:

A Newsletter of the 
Buffalo Bayou Partnership

December 2010

1113 Vine Street, Suite 200 
Houston, TX 77002

713-752-0314

www.buffalobayou.org

Printed on 
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With all of the exciting developments 
along Buffalo Bayou, we need your 
support more than ever.

To become a Buffalo Bayou 
Partnership supporter, please fill out 
this form below and send it to:

Buffalo Bayou Partnership 
1113 Vine Street, Suite 200 
Houston, TX 77002

Or fax credit card  
information to:

Buffalo Bayou Partnership 
713-223-3500

Or pay online at 
www.buffalobayou.org

Mission Statement  Buffalo Bayou Partnership is the non-
profit organization revitalizing and transforming Buffalo Bayou, 
Houston’s most significant natural resource. 

The Partnership coordinates the integration of major amenities 
into the bayou greenbelt and seeks ways to increase community 
involvement through pedestrian, boating and biking amenities, 
permanent and temporary art installations, and other natural 
and built attractions.

www.buffalobayou.org

C O R P O R A T E  N E W S

New Pontoon Boat has Arrived! 
Many thanks to the generous donors who contributed to The Osprey boat 
fund to replace our vandalized boat, a victim of arson this past summer. 

Let us introduce you to our new tour boat, the “Spirit of the Bayou”!

p r i v a t e  c r u i s e s

If you are looking for a unique Houston experience with your friends 
and family, hop aboard the “Spirit of the Bayou” pontoon tour boat for a 
private cruise on Houston’s historic waterway, Buffalo Bayou

The 90-minute tour, sponsored by Buffalo Bayou Partnership, offers 
a unique perspective of our city.  You will visit downtown landmarks 
including historic Allen’s Landing-Houston’s birthplace, ride past lushly 
landscaped Sabine Promenade and Sesquicentennial Park, and continue 
winding westward through the bayou’s wilderness.  East of downtown, you 
will experience historic railroad bridges, barge docks, and other remnants 
of Houston’s industrial past.

Weekend and weekday evening cruises are available.  You are welcome 
to bring along your own food and beverages.  Cost:  $20 per person with a 
15-person minimum, 21-person maximum.

Look for a new schedule of Buffalo Bayou boat tours early in 2011.

Reservations need to be made two weeks in advance by calling Jessalyn 
Ballard at 713.752.0314, ext. 4 or e-mail at jballard@buffalobayou.org.

Kayaking Buffalo Bayou – Urban Adventure 
Celebrate Houston in a whole new way!  
Paddle historic Buffalo Bayou through 
downtown.  Join the Buffalo Bayou 
Partnership for a kayak adventure through 
Houston’s stunning urban wilderness.

Saturdays: January 15, February 19,  
March 26, April 16, May 21, and June 18.

You show up and we take care of the rest!   
$60 per person  includes kayak rental 

(tandem 2-person), paddles, life jackets, shuttle back to your car, and a 
guided tour by outfitter North Lake Conroe Paddling Company.

For reservations, please contact Trudi Smith at tsmith@buffalobayou.org 
or 713.752.0314 ext. 3.

s a v e  t h e  d a t e 
39th Annual  
Buffalo Bayou Regatta 
Saturday, March 12, 2011

Texas’ largest canoe and kayak 
race: The Buffalo Bayou Regatta. 
Houstonians of all ages are  
encouraged to participate in the  
15-mile USCA-sanctioned race along 
the scenic Buffalo Bayou. Whether 
you are entering competitively or 
paddling for pleasure, we encourage 
you to join in the Regatta.

Those not wanting to paddle can catch the outdoor fun and cheer on the 
racers.  Free live music, awards ceremony, and food and drinks will be 
available for sale at the finish line at downtown’s Sesquicentennial Park.

Registration available in mid-January 2011.

Thank you to Tenaris for selecting 
Buffalo Bayou for the company’s 
annual Family Day this fall. 
Over 900 employees and family 
members enjoyed boat rides,  
live music, nature activities, food, 
and fun along the banks of  
Buffalo Bayou.

Tenaris is a corporate donor for 
Buffalo Bayou Partnership’s  
ongoing revitalization efforts.

Many thanks to Enbridge for 
securing and planting trees and 
understory at Tapley Tributary! The 
newly planted vegetation marks the 
final step in the restoration of the 
urban tributary, originally designed 
by Charles Tapley in the seventies. 

Photo by Michelle Watson, courtesy of CultureMap.

Happy Holidays!


